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Johanna (121.79-1556), the central figure of this book, was daughter of
Ferdinand and Isabella, King and Queen of Castile and Aragon. In early
youth she was betrothed to Philip the Handsome (1478-1506), son of
Emperor Maximilian I and Mary of Burgundy and grandson of Charles
the Bold. The four who stood between Johanna and the succession to the
throne of Spain were snatched away, as if to drag her from retirement into
the limelight of history, and crown her with what was then the most dis-
tinguished-crown in the world. Her wedded life was short, for Philip I
perished in 1506; and with him perished Johanna's reason, so that the
remaining half century of her life was spent in seclusion.
She certainly played a prominent part (perhaps as pawn rather than as
Queen) in what Bernard Shaw has called "the trade union of kings"; and
it was not a happy part, though in one of the most momentous half cen-
turies of European history during the expansive age which followed the
discovery of America and Magellan's circumnavigation of the globe.
Only of late has the opening of the Spanish archives revealed much which
for three and a half hundred years had been obscure, and is now made
available to the readers of Prawdin's book.
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The title of this book implies the dominant temper of the life of Fanny
Burney. Brought up in one of the most picturesque and gracious of eighteenth-
century households, a remarkable novel brought her to the attention of all
England and Georgian society placed her on a high pedestal. Thus her life
history is the story of a young woman moving in the circle of the great
Johnson, who was a different man in her presence; of the enthusiasm with
which she was received by the Bluestockings; of the dreary days, after the
dissolution of Johnson's circle, spent in the dull court of George HI and his
Queen, when the Kong lay ill and the Prince of Wales invaded Windsor;
of the brilliant colonies of exiles from France during the Revolution, where
Fanny Burney herself found refuge after her release from the Court; and
finally of a woman who sacrificed friendships with the world's great to
marry an outcast. In some measure the people who figured in Fanny's life
made her name great: Garrick and Johnson, Burke and Warren Hastings,
Sir Joshua Reynolds and Mrs. Thrale, the King and the Queen, Madame
de Stael, and de Talleyrand.
"Be Loved No More ... is a fine reconstruction of a period which is
more and more coming under the public notice. The picture of the age
is superlatively done, and the character-stupes of such people as Dr. JohnsorL
Dr. Burney, Mrs. Thrale, and Mrs. Montagu are as well drawn as one could
,"—Queen

